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CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0725 
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TAGS: PINT, PEPR, LY, BU 

SUBJECT: BULGARIANS IN LIBYA 

REF: SOFIA 0878 

TRIPOLI'S ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF 4 TO 6,000 BULGARIAN 
TECHNICIANS AND WORKERS IN LIBYA BASED ON KNOWN BULGARIAN 
"DEVELOPMENT" AND CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. BULGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR TOLD CHARGE RECENTLY THAT 8,000 BULGARIANS 
CURRENTLY IN LIBYA. THIS FIGURE IS QUITE PLAUSIBLE, 

GIVEN RECENT INCREASES IN THE BULGARIAN PRESENCE HERE. 

THE ESTIMATE OF THE LIBYAN AMBASSADOR IN SOFIA (30-35,000) 

WOULD, IN ANY CASE, SEEM QUITE INFLATED. 
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